Climate Action and Environmental Policy

BEST in Bath works towards being a socially responsible organisation, endeavouring to turn our impact on the planet’s climate into a positive one. You will find our sustainability policy below.
We offset the carbon used during your stay in the UK, and invite you to offset the carbon that you have used to get here on your flights. You can help us turn your study trip to the UK into a carbon neutral one.
Please see below to find out more about the project we currently support by offsetting your carbon.

https://offset.climateneutralnow.org/improved-cook-stove-project-1-nkhata-bay-district-malawi-9933-?searchResultsLink=%2FAllProjects%3FPageNumber%3D3

Here is a link to a video about this project

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=73SBVO5PUuM

Here is the link to our locl tree-planting project

https://moretrees.earth

BEST in Bath Environmental Sustainability Policy

BEST in Bath has always worked to be as environmentally responsible as possible, is very aware of the seriousness of the current global climate crisis, and realises that further action needs to be taken to limit any damage caused by our organisation. We will work towards reducing the impact of CO2 emissions for which we are responsible, aiming to be a nil-to-landfill organisation, becoming as environmentally sustainable as possible.

This policy will outline targets, set up and monitor them on a regular basis, and review the policy annually, setting new targets at this point. We will involve all staff members in the process.

Consumption

We will follow the principle of Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.
We will endeavour to use less energy and fewer resources.
We will continue to recycle as many used resources as possible.
We will review our use of any toxic materials, and seek alternatives.
We will use sustainably-produced materials wherever possible.

Utilities

We will continue to use renewable energy sources.
We will reduce our per capita consumption of electricity.
We will reduce our per capita use of water while maintaining hygiene standards.
Travel

We will introduce an offset scheme to cover the carbon costs of every student for their stay in the UK. The donations will be made to a UN-supported carbon offset scheme and to the local charity More Trees BANES, which plants trees in our local area.
We will ask all students to offset their flights.
We will continue to supply passes for public transport for our students.
We will use trains for excursions where circumstances allow.

Food

We will consider offering more plant-based options for our packed lunches for students.
We will suggest a plant-based day per week to our students at induction.
We will encourage students not to waste food.
We will try to find a way to recycle waste food.
We will supply all students with a metal water bottle that can be refilled, and used for many years when they return home.

Partners

We will encourage homestay hosts to think about their environmental impact.
We will encourage homestay hosts to consider more plant-based meals for their students.
We will inform homestay hosts to expect that their students may discuss environmental issues with them.
We will ask all agents to consider building-in an offset for their students’ flights. We will offer to be responsible for ensuring any contributions reach an appropriate UN-certified carbon offset programme.
We will ask suppliers for their environmental policies, in an effort to apply pressure where required.

Teaching

We will outline our environmental policy at induction to every student.
We will encourage teachers to embed environmental issues and projects in their lessons.
We will encourage students to conduct surveys of local people on environmental issues.
We will encourage students to discuss environmental issues with their homestay hosts.
We will encourage students to discuss environmental issues with their families on return home.
We will use recycled paper for use in classroom activities whenever possible.

Publicity

This policy is available on our website.
We will ask agents to forward a document to all students (and parents) before they travel, outlining our values and actions and containing appropriate weblinks.

Updated: January 2024
